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ABSTRACT:  CITES is a 35-year-old convention with a current total of 175 signatories, or parties. It regulates
international trade in live specimens and products of more than 30,000 animal and plant species under three
different trade regimes. CITES has clearly proved its importance for nature conservation, but its regulations often
are difficult to implement and enforce, leading to unacceptably high levels of unsustainable and illegal trade in
many wildlife species. There are ways, however, to improve the situation and to make compliance with CITES
regulations both easier and more attractive.
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